W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

Dated: 14.08.2023

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE K.K.RAMAKRISHNAN

W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023

Ayyakannu ... Petitioner
Vs.

1.The Revenue Divisional Officer,
Thanjavur,
Thanjavur District.

2.The Tahsildar,

Poothalur Taluk,

Thanjavur District.

3.The Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Thiruvaiyaru Police Station,

Thanjavur.

4.The Sub Inspector of Police,
Sengipatti Police Station,

Thanjavur District.

5.Thirunavukarasu

6.Manivel .. Respondents
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W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023
PRAYER : Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India
praying for issuance of Writ of Mandamus, directing the respondents 1 and
3 to grant police protection towards conducting daily poojas till Mandala
Abishegam and Annathanam at Arulmighu Ayyanar Karaimel Alagar Temple
at Palaiyapatti south, Poothalur Taluk, Thanjavur District, by considering
the petitioner's representation dated 07.07.2023 within the time limit
stipulated by this Court.
For Petitioner :Mr.M.Jegadeesh Pandian
For Respondents  :Mr.E.Antony Sahaya Prabahar
Additional Public Prosecutor
for R1 to R4
:No appearance for R5 & R6.
ORDER
This writ petition has been filed seeking for a mandamus
directing the respondents 1 and 3 to grant police protection towards
conducting daily poojas till Mandala Abishegam and Annathanam at
Arulmighu Ayyanar Karaimel Alagar Temple at Palaiyapatti South,

Poothalur Taluk, Thanjavur District, by considering the petitioner's

representation dated 07.07.2023 within the time frame.
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W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023

2. When this matter was taken up for hearing on 25.07.2023, this

Court passed the following order:

“This Writ Petition is filed seeking for a
direction to the police for permitting the respondent to
perform daily pooja until Mandala Abishegam and
Annathanam are performed at Arulmighu Ayyanar
Karaimel Alagar Temple at Palaiyapatti South,
Poothalur Taluk, Thanjavur District, as per the
representation given by the petitioner to the police on
07.07.2023.

2. The learned counsel for the petitioner
submitted that for conducting Kumbabishegam,
Mandagapadi pooja is requested to be conducted
continuously for 48 days and on account of the
objections raised by the unofficial respondents, the
police and revenue officials are not permitting to go
ahead to do the Mandagapadi pooja.

3.The learned Government Advocate (crl.side)
on the other hand submitted that on account of
objections raised by the rival group, earlier peace
committee meeting was conducted and since there were
no consensus, both sides were not allowed to conduct
any pooja. Subsequently, the matter was taken over by
the Revenue Divisional Olfficer who has directed the
Tahsildar and also the Deputy Superintendent of Police
to visit the place where the pooja were scheduled to be
performed and give report.

4. Considering the circumstances, the
Revenue Divisional Olfficer / first respondent herein, is
directed to submit his report in respect of the
representation given by the petitioner.

5. Issue notice to respondents 5 and o6,
returnable by 01.08.2023. Private notice is also
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W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023

permitted.
6. List the matter, on 01.08.2023.”

3. As per the order of this Court the Revenue Divisional Officer

conducted peace committee meeting and arrive at the following conclusion:
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4. The learned counsel for the petitioner submitted that
eventhough the order passed by the Revenue Divisional Officer is not in

accordance with law, the 48" day pooja to be conducted today itself.
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W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023

5. Considering the above submission, this Court is inclined to
issue an interim direction to the first and third respondents to perform the
said pooja necessary for the conclusion of 48" day ritual as per Agama.
During the said process, the presence of either the petitioner or the rival
parties is not necessary. This direction is confined only to conduct the pooja
to conclude the 48™ day pooja as per the Agama.

6. Post the matter on 16.08.2023.

14.08.2023
NCC :Yes/No
Index :Yes/No
Internet :Yes/No
PJL

Note: Issue order copy on 14.08.2023.
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W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023

To

1.The Revenue Divisional Officer,
Thanjavur,

Thanjavur District.

2.The Tahsildar,
Poothalur Taluk,
Thanjavur District.

3.The Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Thiruvaiyaru Police Station,
Thanjavur.

4.The Sub Inspector of Police,
Sengipatti Police Station,
Thanjavur District.

5.The Additional Public Prosecutor,
Madurai Bench of Madras High Court,
Madurai.
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K.K.RAMAKRISHNAN, J.

PJL

W.P.(MD).No.17879 of 2023

14.08.2023
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